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Just before last Christmas…  

• An updated National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
• Planning Reform Working Paper Planning Committees
• Planning Reform Working Paper Development and Nature 

Recovery 
• Defra’s long awaited guidance on applying the strengthened 

statutory duty (to seek to further National Park purposes)
• English Devolution White Paper – now the subject of an open 

consultation until 13 April 2025

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/67aafe8f3b41f783cca46251/NPPF_December_2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-reform-working-paper-planning-committees/planning-reform-working-paper-planning-committees
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-reform-working-paper-development-and-nature-recovery/planning-reform-working-paper-development-and-nature-recovery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-reform-working-paper-development-and-nature-recovery/planning-reform-working-paper-development-and-nature-recovery
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-protected-landscapes-duty/guidance-for-relevant-authorities-on-seeking-to-further-the-purposes-of-protected-landscapes
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hampshire-and-the-solent-devolution/hampshire-and-the-solent-devolution-consultation
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hampshire-and-the-solent-devolution/hampshire-and-the-solent-devolution-consultation


Hampshire and the Solent devolution 
consultation
• Consultation runs until 13 April 2025

• Looking to establish a Mayoral Combined County Authority across 
Hampshire, Portsmouth, Isle of Wight and Southampton

• Includes questions on the proposed geography and how the 
Combined County Authority will make decisions, together with 
questions on the effects of working across this geography through a 
Mayoral Combined County Authority

• Proposals for reorganisation of existing councils is a separate process 
and is not covered by this consultation



Coming next…  

• Planning and Infrastructure Bill 2025 - aims to accelerate 
infrastructure development and housing projects in the UK

• MHCLG will consult this spring on a set of national policies for 
managing development affecting protected landscapes



In the meantime

• Received an indication of our overall financial grant settlement for 
2025/26 from Defra - likely to result in an immediate 9% reduction 
in our core funding

• Maybe some extra money for capital expenditure

• A year extension to the Farming in Protected Landscapes and 
Access for All grant schemes for National Parks





Hurst Spit to Lymington Strategy

https://www.hurstspit2lymington.co.uk/


New Forest Awakening Festival - New Forest National Park Authority

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/conservation/climate-and-nature-emergency/new-forest-awakening-festival-2/


National Park marks its 20th anniversary

The New Forest covers 
south west Hampshire 
and south east 
Wiltshire and is 
famous for its ponies - 
Latest From ITV News

The New Forest 
National Park marks its 
20th anniversary - New 
Forest National Park 
Authority

https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.itv.com/watch/news/the-new-forest-covers-south-west-hampshire-and-south-east-wiltshire-and-is-famous-for-its-ponies/4z1m274
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/blog/the-new-forest-national-park-marks-its-20th-anniversary/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/blog/the-new-forest-national-park-marks-its-20th-anniversary/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/blog/the-new-forest-national-park-marks-its-20th-anniversary/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/blog/the-new-forest-national-park-marks-its-20th-anniversary/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/blog/the-new-forest-national-park-marks-its-20th-anniversary/
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